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The Art of Writing Great Tweets

This resource provides tips, examples, and additional resources for writing great tweets.

The mechanics, or “grammar” of writing good tweets, is simple once you understand the rules. Use this cheat
sheet to help you build the perfect tweet. Keep in mind:

BE BRIEF: Keep your tweets short. Tweets are limited to 140 characters, but a best practice is to aim
for between 70 and 120 characters so others can easily share your message with their own comments.

BE VISUAL: Visuals grab attention, if you If you have a chart or photograph, append it to your tweet. To
ensure viewers can watch the video you share without leaving Twitter, share a video directly from
YouTube.
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Welcome to the #UnitedForUkraine hashtag
Brent Thompson 1 Dmfa_russial 2 steps to join in: First watch
Here are the 36 states where people’s access to #healthinsurance could be an intro video youtu.be/16kT1HtrAJg, then
harmed by #Halbig ht @katiedjennings Z
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BE SOCIAL: Add relevant handles and hashtags to your tWeets, but do over do it. Using more than 2
hashtags gets fewer retweets. Tweet other people’s content and make sure you give attribution.

Christine Clayton ©Claytes - Mar 17

fg' Join @drdwayneproctor & @NwandoA tonight at B for screening of
#ChildHoodObesity doc & live chat ovee.itvs.org/screenings/zve. ..
Expand

Consider asking questions to start a relevant conversation; contribute your own insights: thank people
who shared your content (this should be done in moderation).

BE TIMELY: Share news and content related to your expertise that is new and relevant. Be sure to add
your own insights.

Jasmine Hall Ratiift
tureoMealth in Chicago Midway airport!

Three Questions to Help You Write a Strong Tweet:

1. Is this valuable to others? Can they learn something new or find a way to get involved in something new?
2. Have you attributed this to someone, perhaps the writer or sharer who surfaced this for you?

3. Did you add a hashtag to increase reach with the right audience?

Style Guidelines: Writing Great Tweets
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*  Omit needless words

* Describe

*  Simplify

* Avoid giving it all away
*  One thought per tweet

How to Avoid Twitter Writer’s Block
* Inspirational Quotes
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The best cure for one’s bad tendencies is to
see them fully developed in someone else.
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e Observation or something you overhear
‘ Avinash Kaushik o R

OH: Social media is like teen sex. Everyone
wants to do it. No one actually knows how.
When finally done, there is surprise its not
better.
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*  Something funny

@ CIA £ -2 Follow

Sorry for not following you back
TheEllenShow. But if you visit us maybe
we can take a selfie? #twitterversary
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Set Up a Day-By-Day Schedule of Practicing
Monday: Two-Word Tweet
Tuesday: Quote or Overheard
Wednesday: RT with added Insight
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Thursday: Humor
Friday: One Thought Tweet

Additional Reading

o How to Build the Perfect Tweet: This diagram of the perfect tweet is useful to print and use as a guide.
e A Scientific Guide To Writing Great Tweets: Tips based on research of millions of Tweets

o How To Be Hilarious on Twitter: Practical Tips on Using Humor on Twitter

e Sources for Quotes
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